
  

Dear Friends, 

During the past week, whilst working within social distancing requirements we have enjoyed two concerts 

in Church, which were given be the Roman River Society. It was a joy to hear live music, albeit played to 

a smaller audience than usual. 

Worship in Church continues to follow our previous pattern with Communion and Morning Prayer on 

alternate Sundays, generally being overseen by Canon Paul Norrington and the Christchurch team, whilst 

Ven. Michael Fox is leading most of the Communion services. When we have a fifth Sunday, worship will 

be shared with Castle Methodist congregation. This pattern could well be in place for some time ahead, 

with probably something similar being formalised when the Deanery finalises its plan to accommodate 

falling stipendiary clergy numbers. 

 

We see many problems and upset around the world, generally due to greed or a lack of empathy for the less 

fortunate. We also know that this has been the same for thousands of years. Let’s look at this week’s 

readings. 

In one of the Old Testament readings appointed for this Sunday, (Ezekiel 2  :  1 -5) God speaks to Ezekiel 

telling him to go to the people of Israel “A Nation of rebels” and tell them God’s word. In the Epistle from 

Corinthians (Corinthians 12 : 2-10) we hear of “a thorn in our flesh; Satan”. Is our world today a “world of 

rebels” do we have “a thorn in our flesh” where probably, God’s word could cure many ills? 

 

The service at St Botolph’s this Sunday will be Morning Worship led by Michael Foster, we all look forward 

to seeing Michael and Marie again. Next week our Communion service will be led by Ven. Michael Fox. 

 

We have received an electronic copy of the “Ichthus” Castle Methodist church magazine which we will 

attach to this mailing. It is good to have their news. 
 

To join Castle Methodist Sunday service, you will need to search YouTube for Castle Methodist Church,                        

finding the one with the stained glass in the circle and the service can be found live a few minutes before 

10.30  am each Sunday and at any time after then.                                                                                                                        

A range of options are available at Christchurch, please have a look at Colchester Christ Church 

Facebook page. 

Collect for the 5th Sunday after Trinity.  

Almighty and everlasting God,                                                                                                                      

by whose Spirit the whole body of the Church is governed and sanctified:                                                

hear our prayer which we offer for all your faithful people,                                                                         

that in their vocation and ministry they may serve you in holiness and truth                                           

to the glory of your name; through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,                                                        

who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,                                                               

one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

The Churchwardens, David Poppleton & Ron Levy.  Telephone either 01206 570725 or 01206 574210 

Email poppletons21@gmail.com  
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